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Italy: EIB provides €435 million to help Acea improve water service quality and 
resilience 
 
• The EIB-financed investments will help improve integrated water service coverage and 

quality, cutting water losses and increasing energy efficiency.  
• The EIB support will also enable Acea to make the water supply more resilient to future 

extreme weather events such as drought. 
• Italy was the biggest beneficiary of EIB resources for the water sector from 2016 to 2022, 

receiving €2.9 billion. 
 
Rome, 6 July 2023 - The European Investment Bank (EIB) has provided a €435 million loan to Acea 
with the primary goal of strengthening and improving infrastructure for more efficient and resilient water 
services. The transaction signed by EIB Director General of Operations Jean-Christophe Laloux 
and Sabrina Di Bartolomeo, Chief Financial Officer  today in Rome is the first, €235 million tranche 
of a loan totalling €435 million approved by the EIB Board of Directors.  
 
The EIB is co-financing the 2023-2026 investment plan of Acea Ato 2, the Acea Group company 
responsible for managing water services in Rome and the surrounding area. The aim is to help 
modernise water and wastewater infrastructure, improving integrated water service coverage and 
quality and making operational efficiency gains such as cutting water losses and increasing energy 
efficiency. The EIB funds will also contribute to making water services more resilient to future extreme 
weather events such as drought via investments in network efficiency, the interconnection of water 
systems and water resource management.  
 
This operation confirms the EIB's position as Acea’s biggest key lender with around €1 billion in total 
allocations, further consolidating the already excellent relationship between the two organisations.  
 
“As the EU climate bank, we are delighted to support Acea Ato 2’s investment plan for integrated water 
services, providing quality of life improvements for users and ensuring a more reliable, sustainable and 
resilient water supply,” said EIB Director General of Operations Jean-Christophe Laloux. “ 
 
"This loan, in support of investments for the improvement and upgrade of the city of Rome’s water 
infrastructure, is a clear acknowledgement of Acea’s commitment to the development of sustainable 
infrastructures and consolidates the group’s relationship with the EIB, which is one of the largest lenders 
to the European water sector” said Sabrina Di Bartolomeo, Chief of Financial Officer of ACEA.  
 
Strong EIB support for Italy’s water sector 
The EIB is the EU climate bank and one of the world's largest lenders to the water sector, with over 
1 600 projects and around €80 billion in funding granted since 1958. Italy was the biggest beneficiary 
of EIB resources for the water sector from 2016 to 2022. The EIB financed 40 operations in the 
country during this period, providing a total of €2.9 billion and helping to unlock about 
€8.9 billion in investment. The loan to Acea announced today comes in addition to those recently 
signed with CAP Group, Tea Spa, Alfa S.r.l, Veritas, SMAT, Iren Group, CIIP and Acque. 
 
 

https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2022-197-cap-group-receives-first-eib-green-loan-of-eur100-million-to-upgrade-water-infrastructure-in-milan?lang=it
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2022-209-la-bei-sostiene-il-settore-idrico-italiano-finanziando-tea-spa-con-60-milioni-di-euro
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2022-341-italia-la-bei-sostiene-alfa-con-eur75-milioni-per-ridurre-le-perdite-d-acqua-nella-provincia-di-varese
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2022-343-50-milioni-dalla-bei-per-il-potenziamento-della-depurazione-delle-acque-reflue-nei-36-comuni-dove-veritas-gestisce-il-servizio-idrico-integrato
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2022-375-italy-eib-and-smat-join-forces-once-again-to-enhance-integrated-water-service-coverage-and-quality-in-the-province-of-turin
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2023-167-italy-eib-provides-iren-with-eur150-million-in-sustainability-linked-financing-to-improve-water-service-in-genoa-and-la-spezia
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2023-185-italy-eib-provides-ciip-50-million-improve-water-service-ascoli-piceno-ferno?lang=it
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2023-224-italy-acque-receives-eur130-million-eib-loan-to-make-water-service-in-tuscany-more-resilient-and-efficient?lang=it


 
 
 
 
Background information 
 
European Investment Bank (EIB) 
The European Investment Bank (EIB) is the long-term lending institution of the European Union owned 
by its Member States. It provides long-term financing for sound investments that contribute to EU policy. 
The Bank finances projects in four priority areas: infrastructure, innovation, climate and environment, 
and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). Between 2019 and 2022, the EIB Group provided 
€45 billion in financing for projects in Italy.  
 
Acea 
Acea is one of Italy’s leading industrial groups. Listed on the stock exchange in 1999, it manages and 
develops networks and services in the water, energy and environment sectors. Its activities include 
integrated water services, electricity distribution, public and artistic lighting, electricity and gas sales, 
energy production (mainly from renewable sources) and waste treatment and recycling. Acea is Italy’s 
biggest water service operator, serving around 9 million residents of Lazio, Tuscany, Umbria, Molise 
and Campania. It is also a key player in energy distribution across the country (providing around 9 TWh 
of electricity in the city of Rome) and in energy sales (with around 8 TWh of electricity sold). Lastly, 
Acea is among the main environment sector operators in Italy, with about 1.7 million tonnes of waste 
managed a year. 
 
Press contact 
Lorenzo Squintani, l.squintani@eib.org, mobile: +39 366 57 90 312 
Website: www.eib.org/press — Press Office: +352 4379 21000  
press@eib.org  
 
Acea 
Press Office 
Tel.: +39 06 57997733  
Email: ufficio.stampa@aceaspa.it 
Website: gruppo.acea.it 
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